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1. t a gonference of departmettai heads in the TOR Mipistry Pf Supply on 2k
Januany 1952, Alfred Ping, the jeputy St?m Secretary, an{i'é\uncerl that owing
to{ the recessity of regucing imports in 1952, he had called them together
to' hear their views or yays aud means of doing this. The following statements
wére made; N

a. Chemlicgl ludustry:; Abipilurgsleiten Buetter sald that owing to the dig-
mantiing of the plantyg a2t Stessfurt and Bergburg(l) insufficlent soda
was avajilable 1n the DIR to main tain the production of ‘glass and of
Washi:ng/ lmaft,erials and 'that’jf the 1952 plsn wWas to be achieved, soda nms?
e importgd.

L. Metallurgica} induspry: Abteilungslelter Schneidsr gaid that owing to
the shortage of hard coal the rolled steel plan for the DIR was slready
falling behind and th‘at unless a furtcher }Eéa'ffdnc:tion in the motor-car Pro- -
ducgion was to be accepted, rolled steel would have to be importedl‘ He
mentioned that Poland was not fulfilling her contract for the delivery of
coal.

£

. Leather ard Textiles: Abteilungsleiter Herzberg said thap as a result

of the rgcent demands for leather by the Rugslans, who were asking ifor
some 90% of the totai DIR production.instead of the 40% 1aid,down in the
plan, he did not know how to mest the demands of the home merket and that
unless some 1}},@&1’;11{:'1" were imporited, the plan coyld not be fulfilled.

d. Mineral Oils: Abteilurgsleiter Preisg stated that his department wass
called upon to producs Iar?».- qugntities of aviation spirit and that the
pure alcchol needed for thig could not be w ce he TIR at present.
The plant for.its produgtion was on order but wes ngtSOX’] HUM
likely to be delivered in the nesr future. He could not, thereforg, -
give, up any «f the imporis he had reguested.
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Fuilding Materials, China, and (lass: Abtellurgsleiter Berepdt said that
i§ the plan for production of bullet-propl glgss werg rnot-to be sbandoned,

. Mowelith {binding matsriel} st bé imported as chmnﬁa.
e import of a-Mowelith plaat \had
veern, decided upon but ro progress pade. ' 50X1-HUM

f. Paper trade: Abteilungslgiter Lengensirass gtated that the Handels-
Organisation had complaineq of the "}_UclJ'JLV of the grease-proof paper 6
mede in the DR whieh gave the focd wrapped I 1t an unpleasant taste;
and said that if suitgble paper was to be prpvided it would have to
te imported. He stated that Walter Ulbricht had taken an interest in
this watter without, howeyer, achieying any result.

2. Afteyr these statements had beeyp mads,the questlon of sa}')otage was ralged.
Abteilungsleiter Huelter veported than in tha production of tires, 1t had
beew discovered tha},alfhoagh the Deka Nor in Fuer:atmwralde(ﬁ) hagd fulfilled
its plan ony paper, this had béen achieved y 8 grosg over-production of tires
for erdinary cars, while ftruck tire ptonuc‘tmr was only 2% of ithe plan.
Ferzberg reported a similar case whers sn over-production of c¢hildrents sh@es;’
$wd been carried out at the expgrse of ghoes fop adults in qz'der to achleye
a paper f’ulflllmmb of the pilav. Preiss geid th a’t s number of caseg had been
reported from Leuna of water heu found ir gasgline drums. v Berendt gaid
that morale amorg tuilding workezq had beer. lowered by the delays at minisgerial
level in approving builldizng plans and iu relessing materials. Finally Binz
reported thay owirng to npue-fulfiiimext of the plan for tractpr gpare w;gzau*’csl,,
1,400 of these machires had been out of actipn in.the autung,lhich meant
35,000 squaye meters had unnecyssarily lain uncultliva’ged

3. At an (ea.r'li.er conference on 14 Jarvary 1952, Hinz ‘f@j)'ort?d ag follows:

8. As a result of a shortage of caustic soda ic the PIR; the productlon of
“synthetic wool {Zellwolie} would have &o be cut by 30% im 19523 this would
be eguiyalent to a reduction of 1 kilogram per head of populgtign. 50X1-HUM

. Owing to sheelt metal wot being delivered }the pro-
ductlon” gfaufomoriles would have %o be reduced by 8%.

¢. Dorisg 1951, 300,000 complets standard woodsw huts {Finfamilierhaeuser)
had besn sent to the USSR; this figureg would te raised to 500,000 in .
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